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“Parcham” meaning �ag or banner, the name inspired by the poetry of 

Majaaz is a group in Mumbra dedicated to a breaking stereotypes 

based on religion, class, caste, gender and other marginalization to 

create a society respectful of diversity. 

Parcham’s Vision is a just and equal society respectful of diversity, 

celebrating difference and interdependence.

Our  is to empower marginalized communities to access their Mission

fundamental rights, creating spaces for dialogue among diverse 

sections in society, and collaborating with government and civil 

society towards justice and equity.



Parcham’sfootball program was initiated to bring together Muslim and non Muslim girls together in 

one team as teammates, building trust and friendships. The football training is interspersed with 

perspective building in line with our vision statement.  

Starting in the neighbourhood of Mumbra (a ghetto of Muslims on the outskirts of Mumbai) we have 

expanded to Mumbai city where we train girls in the eastern and western suburbs. We have 

reached out to nearly a 1000 girls and hosted tournaments based on a spirit of cooperation rather 

than competition. 

OUR WORK THIS YEAR
Sports for Peace

This year we partnered with Community Development Centre with who we trained girls in Vile-

Parle, Dharavi, Bandra and with Center for Promoting Democracy with we we trained girls in 

Jogeshwari. We partnered with Somaiya school who allowed us use of their premises to train 

students of their school. 205 Girls joined the program of which 151 stayed till the end of the year.

Football Training

This year’s highlight is that Somaiya School in Mumbra announced that they will give students 

extra marks for participating in football training. This because they experienced that the girls 

participating in our program are more responsible towards their education and themselves. We 

believe that such initiatives will go a long way in promoting sports among young girls and is also a 

recognition of our work.

Place No. of Girls 
Joined

No. Of Girls 
Continued

Age Group

Jogeshwari

Dharavi

Bandra

Mumbra

Vile parle

23

32

19

98

33

23

29

19

47

33

8yrs-15yrs

8yrs-15yrs

12yrs-21yrs

12yrs-18yrs

11yrs-15yrs



Football is not an end in itself for Parcham. The football helps us connect with young girls with who 

we hold discussions on a range of issues. These discussions are interwoven into the football 

training as post game re�ections on 

playing together as team mates, 

managing emotions, discipline, 

respect for time and such. Apart from 

the regular weekly trainings, we 

conduct residential workshops for 

building an understanding on gender, 

identity and to get young girls to 

b e g i n  p l a n n i n g  f o r  � n a n c i a l 

independence through goal setting 

and preparing a road map for the 

same. 

Football Camps



We held two football camps in this year. 

One at Bhiwandi from 23rd August-25th 

August for our batch of 2018 students with 

our partner organizations Jan-Jagruti 

Vidyarthi Sangh, Housing and Livelihood 

Welfare Association, Children of the World 

(Vishwa Balak Kendra) and Yuva Jan 

Jagruti Sanstha where a total of 76 girls 

participated over the three days. The 

h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h i s  c a m p  w a s  t h e 

participation of mothers on the �nal day 

where they played with their daughters in 

the rain, uncaring of getting drenched or clothes getting dirty. Mothers spoke to us of their 

aspirations for their daughters at the camp. 

The second camp held from the 

24th to the 26th October had 

145 girls participating over 

three days. The sessions apart 

from the football  training 

centred on understanding self 

as a young girl, diversity, goal 

setting, creating a roadmap for 

the goal. The highlight of this 

workshop was that 15 girls from 

the earlier batches joined us as 

volunteers, taking charge of 

the team and co coaching with 

the coaches. 



Western India Football Association-(WIFA) in collaboration with Thane District Football 

Association organized the grassroot leadership training in Mumbra, at Maulana Azad Stadium from 

11th june to 14th June 2019. Of the six girls who participated, three were from Mumbra, all from 

Parcham! 

Becoming Licenced Coaches!

The training involved getting children interested in the game through activities as well as teaching 

them about the game. Following the training, all three participants from Parcham received an E 

License to conduct community football trainings. 



The Parcham team visited the Forca Goa 

Foundation to understand the functioning of 

a profession Football Coaching Club. It was 

an immensely useful learning for Parcham to 

plan for the growth and future direction of 

the football program. 

Learning from the Professionals

Five teams from Parcham comprising 37 girls participated in the Addidas Tournament at St. 

Andrew’s Turf park on the 8th of Feb. This was the �rst time that they had participated in such a 

tournament. At the tournament, they met Rowllin Borges, the mid�elder for the Indian team.

Tournaments 



Creating Inclusive Cities/ public spaces : 

Realizing the dream of a safe public space for women

At this tournament mothers of the girls we have been trainingand women family members played a 

friendly match. For all the women who played, this was the �rst time since leaving school, that they 

had played a sport. Never before had they played in an open public ground! 

With the belief that the personal is political, Parcham engages with issues of exclusion of women 

from public spaces by claiming these spaces, visibilizing our presence whilst engaging with the 

government towards creating inclusive cities. We choose to practice in open grounds so as to 

create a new normal of young girls in public space. We used our experience of di�culties in �nding 

a safe space to practice football to successfully lobby with the elected representative and 

bureaucrats to allocate land for a sports ground for young girls. In 2014, we had accomplished a 

major milestone, a reservation of a sports ground for women and girls to be able to exercise their 

right to play.  

Parcham’s negotiation for a play ground reserved exclusively for girls was accepted by the City 

Administration in 2014. Yet no work was initiated towards building the facilities on the ground. On 

women’s day, Dr. Jitendra Awhad at the 3rd Fatima bi Savitri Bai friendly football tournament, 

reiterated his commitment to the ground for girls and women. We asked for the ground to be 

named ‘The Fatima bi Savitri Bai Sports Ground for women and girls, to celebrate the lives of these 

two pioneering women who worked together during 1840s transcending their religious identity to 

realize their dream of an equal society. We are happy to share that the demand was accepted!



At the inauguration of the ‘Fatima bi Savitri bai Sports Ground for 

Women’ we announced the Parcham Football Academy. The logo 

was designed by our volunteer Ar. PurvaDewoolkar.  The Parcham 

Football Academystands for three important values which are part 

of Parcham's vision: Equality, Diversity and Peace.  The logo was 

unveiled by Member of Legislative Assembly of Maharashtra, Dr. 

Jitendra Awhad.

Launching the Parcham Football Academy



Working with Children

The Parcham Library serves as a safe space for 

children to meet, read, discuss issues of their 

concern. The library has books donated by 

friends. Here we conduct regular activities apart 

from summer camps to engage children in value 

education.

Fun with a Purpose Treasure Hunt Clue: Find the 

person who helps keep your society clean to get 

the clue. The clue will be given to the one who says 

the magic words (word that is to be said when 

someone does something for you!) Then there 

were clues to get them to �x the books they read, 

write a letter to their parents and such. 

Parcham Library

For those who are unable to reach the Parcham 

o�ce, we have a program of the suitcase library. 

Our volunteers take books to parks and other public 

spaces frequented by children and spread out the 

books. Soon enough we have many curious 

children coming, picking books and beginning to 

read. 

Parcham Suitcase Library

The Suitcase library was written about in a national daily and covered as a video for Lokmat’s online 

news story. 



Citizenship Education

Being socially conscious citizens is important to Parcham’s vision. We promote secular thought 

and an understanding of the Constitutional rights and responsibilities and values such as empathy 

among children and youth. The library space serves as a meeting space for discussions and 

debates on a range of social issues. Our work on citizenship education is aimed at creating 

informed and responsible citizens. 

Parcham conducted the workshops with the youth jointly with Center for Promoting Democracy - 

CPD. We are very grateful to Faiz Ullah, Nithila Kanagasabai and Kalpana Sharma for mentoring 

the youth in writing the articles. 

Check out the blog for our young writers! https://parchamzine.home.blog/

Parcham was awarded afellowship by CORO early this year. The fellowship helped us take forward 

our work with youth from Mumbra, engaging them in discussions on youth concerns, conducting 

perspective building sessions on governance and citizenship. Through the year, we discussed 

issues important to youth, analyzing them through the lens of the Constitution. Youth selected 

topics of concern which they researched, tried to resolve by meeting with elected representatives 

and wrote about to be published in a quarterly newsletter Urooj. 

CORO Samata Fellowship

Copy of Urooj was 

presented to the 

Corporators by the 

contributors to the 

newsletter



Voter Education Drive 

Parcham volunteers went on a voter education drive prior to the elections, discussing the 

importance of voting. Copies of the Preamble were distributed at these spaces. 

Research

The 2006 Sachar Committee Report was the �rst in 60 years of the country’s independence to 

place on record the status of Muslims vis a vis other Socio Religious Groups in the Country. At the 

time of the study, Muslims comprised 13.4% of the population. The statistics it put out were 

alarming. Less than 8% of Muslim workers in urban areas were employed in the formal sector as 

compared to the national average of 21 %. We initiated a study to better understand the reasons 

for low workforce participation of Muslims in the formal sector. For this Parcham collaborated with 

the Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies of Tata Institute of Social Sciences. The study was to be 

over a two-year period and in this year, we were able to complete the literature review, the 

methodology, design the tools for data collection and begin the interviews. 



Expanding our Reach, making new friends, �nding solidarity 

and support 

Parcham’s Managing Trustee, 

Sabah Khan attended the Women 

Deliver Conference in Vancouver 

Canda in July 2019.

Salma from Parcham attended the Women’s Day Program organized by Prakriti Organisation in 

Nagpur to speak about our work with adolescent girls and the football program.

In other news

An award winning �lmmaker, Rima Das documented the work of Parcham for a �lm being 

produced for BRIC nations. The trailer 

https://www.facebook.com/rimadas13/videos/555447115288829/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-

R&eid=ARDK2e0nGvQK5FFVj_CDAkvWxEFKy9h0mVnrqiuhgxi5y5u6n8k7eX12dmbF0NoqyA�

aMvsgnZzq9UI has one of our volunteers talking to the girls.

Our Managing Trustee, Sabah Khan was 

interviewed by Radio Jockey Jeetu Raj at 

Radio 

Mirchi’s#RadioMirchiPowerofWomen 

to celebrate women’s day. 
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Suitcase library featured in lokmat

AND Hindustan Times 



Financial Report 









Shivangini Tandon (President), Was with Ashoka Innovators for Change, Currently heads the Forca 

Goa Foundation. 

Sabah Khan, (Secretary and Managing Trustee), is co- founder of Parcham. She has been working 

in the development sector for almost two decades, currently works with Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, leading the Transforming M Ward Project. 

Rajvi Mariwala (Treasurer), Feminist Activist working on LGBT rights, Founder member of 

Mariwala Health Initiative

Nandini Manjrekar, Associate Professor in TISS, has been working on issues of education and 

communalism. Also on the Board of Sahiyar Stree Sanghtan

Sujata Gothoskar, Feminist Activist, works on labour issues with unions, member of autonomous 

collective – Forum Against Oppression of Women

The Parcham Board 

Thank You!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many supporters who helped us in kind and with 

monetary help.  

We thank CORO for Literacy for supporting us with a fellowship which enabled us to start working 

with youth on issues of citizenship. 

We wish to thank the Collective Impact Partnership for supporting Sabah Khan with a fellowship to 

its Leadership Accelerator Training Program and the opportunity to participate in the Women 

Deliver Conference in Vancouver, Canada.


