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“Parcham” meaning �ag or banner, the name inspired by the poetry 

of Majaaz is a group in Mumbra dedicated to a breaking stereotypes 

based on religion, class, caste, gender and other marginalization to 

create a society respectful of diversity. 

Parcham’s Vision is 

A just and equal society respectful of diversity, celebrating 

difference and interdependence.

Our Mission is 

To empower marginalized communities to access their fundamental 

rights, creating spaces for dialogue among diverse sections in 

society, and collaborating with government and civil society towards 

justice and equity.



The activities of Parcham in the year 2017-18 have been in keeping with this vision and mission 

statement of the organization.  The organization continued its activities with support from 

volunteers without monetary reimbursement. Money for the activities was raised through 

contributions by the Board Members of Parcham and a grant of Rs. 2,00,000/- from Godrej 

Consumer Products which helped us set up a library in children in Mumbra.  The �rst such 

initiative for children in Mumbra

OUR WORK THIS YEAR

As with the previous year, we worked towards a notebook which celebrated women who have 

challenged patriarchy embedded in customary practices and 

state sanctioned religious laws.  We believed that the notebook 

would enrich the ongoing debate on Muslim women’s matrimonial 

rights. Parchambelieves in gender just rights for all women 

irrespective of their religious faith or lack of. By showcasing a 

history of women who challenged the unfairness of laws and 

religious customs, we ventured to highlight the commonality of 

patriarchal oppression of women across religious communities.

In India, Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains are governed by the 

Hindu Law while Parsis, Christians and Muslims have Personal 

Laws drawn from their respective religious texts. Also known as 

Family law, these laws cover issues such as marriage, divorce, 

child custody and inheritance. Personal laws including Hindu laws 

as we understand them today were conceived under the British 

Raj.  These laws are unequal and infringe upon fundamental rights 

of women.  

Rukhmabai, a child bride who challenged her marriage wrote in a letter to Times of India on June 

26, 1885: 

“This wicked practice of child marriage has destroyed the happiness of my life. It comes between 

me and the things which I prize above all others – study and mental cultivation. Without the least 

fault of mine I am doomed to seclusion; every aspiration of mine to rise above my ignorant sisters 

is looked down upon with suspicion and is interpreted in the most uncharitable manner.”

Women like Rukhmabai have fought more than legal battles, they have had to challenge their 

families, communities, and faith. They have risked their support systems and place in their social 

milieu. Mary Roy and Lata Mittal had to �ght their siblings against blatant discrimination in 

inheritance laws.  Shah Bano had to take her ex-husband and the father of her 5 children to court 

opening up a controversial (albeit much needed) debate and discussion of Muslim Personal Law. 

Goolrukh Gupta has taken the Valsad Parsi Panchayat to Court.  Ho women in Bihar and adivasi 

women in Maharashtra took on their community panchayat for their rights to property and 

sexuality respectively. 

Parcham Notebook 2017: Celebrating Women through History



Prior to India's independence, women 

activists formulated an 'Indian Women's 

Charter of Rights' calling for gender 

equality to be the basis of citizenship 

rights in India. When the Uniform Civil 

Code (UCC) was �oated in the Parliament, 

it was staunchly opposed and therefore 

was included in the Directive Principles of 

S t a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e 

Parliamentarians would make gender-just 

laws for all women citizens of the country 

in the near future. Today however, the idea 

of a UCC is no longer one of gender justice, 

rather it is one of imposition of the Hindu 

Law to govern all citizens. As such the UCC is perceived as a threat to the secularism of the country 

rather than a means of giving women equal rights.  

The notebook had these stories and a compilation of positions and proposals on gender-just laws 

by women’s groups in the country.  The issues we attempted to highlight and histories are complex 

and we are restricted to the amount of information that could be shared in a notebook.  As such the 

notebook also had a bibliography for further exploration.  

While the Parcham team did the research and writing, the �nal product was a result of a team of 

extended volunteers. Our friends Chatura and Jackie helped edit the text. The beautiful 

illustrations in the diary were sketched by the brilliant Rahi De who managed her exams and this 

task together. Sana Borgave designed the Cover page and the layout for the diary to its �nal 

printable form. 

This second diary/ notebook helped us yet again stumble upon histories of fascinating women 

who were way ahead of their time. We are grateful for the online feminist law archive of the 

Partners in Law and Development which we tapped into for information.  

The notebook served two purposes, one was articulating our politics and the other was raising 

funds for Parcham.  The diary reached nearly 200 people and we raised approximately Rs. 50,000 

through donations for the diary.  

Into its �fth year, we have much to cheer about. 

Parcham Football Initiative

The Parcham team participated in DISCOVER FOOTBALL Women´s Rights and Football Festival 

2017 took part from August 5 – August 13, 2017 in Mapusa, Goa.  The festival had a mix of workshops 

on themes of gender and sexuality as well as skill building trainings with coaches drawn from India 

and across the globe.

DISCOVER FOOTBALL Women´s Rights and Football Festival



The format of the festival broke from the regular format of competitive matches as all teams were 

mixed to form completely new teams with player drawn from each of the eight organizations that 

participated in the festival.  For Parcham which has long struggled to �nd a coach, each girl learnt 

from two coaches, one Indian and one from outside the country, played with girls who were like 

them, playing in the community as well as girls who played professionally. This was a huge learning 

for the participants, some of who have now started playing outside of Mumbra.  

Under the Open Sky, a �lm on Parcham was screened for the 100 odd players, the coaches and 

participants at the festival in the ground itself with the projection on a goalpost! 



DISCOVER FOOTBALL made a �lm on women and sports featuring three of the participants from 

the Goa festival, one of who is a Parcham volunteer. 

Our football work in Mumbra inspired the Municipal Corporation to make it a program for their 

school girls.  Our volunteer Saba Parveen was given an honorarium by the Municipal Corporation to 

coach the girls of the Municipal School.  Aawaaz-e-Niswaan, an organization working on women’s 

issues for the last 30 years too took on football as an intervention with young girls in 2017. A non-

funded group like Parcham believes that a group with resources will be able to do far more justice 

to the program and have since 

decided to limit the work in 

Mumbra and use our sparse 

resources in other communities.  

Aawaaz-e-Niswaan now reaches 

out to the girls in the Thane 

Municipal School.  

Farheen Naz, one of our players 

who travelled all the way from 

M a n d a n p u r a  t o  M u m b r a  t o 

practice (a distance of more than 

40 kms) decided to start a team 

closer home and created history 

with a team playing at the YMCA 

grounds at Mumbai Central. 

These grounds have historically 

been the space for boys and 

young men to play football.  

Farheen’s initiative brought girls from Madanpura, a Muslim ghetto to play in this space. 

Trailblazing Away



Aafreen and Farheen Naz, volunteers of Parcham have in�uenced their college, Kalsekar College 

of Engineering in Panvel to include football for girls as one of the games for their sports week.  The 

two of them have been made responsible for the training of the team and for the �rst time Kalsekar 

College held a football tournament for girls as part of its sports week!  

Anjuman-I-Islam’s Kalsekar College in Panvel made a video of FarheenNaz’s initiative.  The video 

can be found here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lv3q6Xd4vUk

Parcham has now started working with a new team in Mankhurd.  Mankhurd is one of the most 

impoverished communities in Mumbai.  The 2009 Human Development Report ranked M/E Ward 

where Mankhurd is located as the lowest among the rest of the administrative wards of the city.  

Here Parcham with the local organization, Yuva Janjagruti Sanstha and Transforming M Ward 

Project began weekly training for girls from Mandala.  The players here are from the nearby slum of 

Mandala.  The practice is conducted over two hours every Sunday at the local ground in Shivaji 

Nagar by Parcham’s coach.

One more step forward, Moving to Mandala, Mankhurd

Parcham has now been asked by local organizations to train teams in Nerul, Mankhurd, Thane and 

Bandra.

Parcham hosted the 2nd Fatima Bi Savitri Bai Football Tournament in 4thFebruary 2018. Parcham’s 

football initiative was started with the intention of getting communities which have become 

ghettoized, who do not interact with each other to get to know each other as teammates in a 

football team.

The tournament celebrated the birth anniversary of SavitribaiPhule who worked tirelessly for the 

empowerment of women.  Accompanying her in this task was her friend Fatima Bi who endured 

the same humiliation as Savitri Bai as they went about imparting education to girls. The 

tournament wasa celebration of solidarity between two pioneering women whose friendship and 

dedication to social justice transcended their religious identity. 

This time the tournament brought together teams from outside Mumbra from Navi Mumbai, South 

Mumbai and Mankhurd coming to Mumbra to play.  The tournament started with talking about 

Fatima Bi who along with Savitri Bai worked towards the education of girls.  Not surprisingly, the 

2nd Fatima Bi Savitri Bai Football Tournament



girls had not heard of Fatima bi earlier or known that these two women had worked together for a 

common cause, unaffected by religious difference.  The format was one that had been used by 

Discover Football in Goa.   None of the girls who participated from outside Mumbra had been to 

Mumbra earlier!  

The other highpoint was the that the tournament was held at the Kausa Stadium in Mumbra which 

has yet to have a football tournament, leave alone a girl’s tournament.  



Parcham started work through football which worked towards also reclaiming public space.  This 

year we decided to carry bags full of books to the local park.  This meant �rst sending out a call to 

friends to donate books of which we received many! We chose books in Urdu, Hindi, English and 

Marathi to take to the local park where we were surprised at the eagerness of not just the children 

but also parents to pick books and read.  A couple who came to the park wanted to read to be able 

to have night time stories for the children!  

Parcham Suitcase Library

On days we were able to go to the park, we were able to reach out to more than 50 children and 

parents.  Many wanting to know if they could purchase the books or take them home.  The suitcase 

library and the large donations of story books for children from our friends (300 story books 

indifferent languages) and nearly 1000 workbooks and educational books for children made 

�nding a space a necessity.  

We were fortunate to get a grant from Godrej Consumer Products to help us �nd and set up the 

o�ce space! Quite of us who have worked in Mumbra earlier knew it would be di�cult to get a 

space even with the money.  Two of the agents who showed us the space, turned around to let us 

know that the owner did not want to lease a space to a group like Parcham which would have young 

Parcham �nds a home!



girls accessing the space.  One owner decided to let us know that (overnight) the family had 

decided to sell rather than rent out the space.  We �nally through personal contacts managed to 

�nd a place on rent and started the task of sorting, creating a database and then putting up the 

books in the shelves.  

Having a space has meant we are able 

to reach out to so many more children 

who wait for us to open the lock so 

they can get in and get to the books. 

We have started once a month discussion sessions, the �rst one on the Indian Women’s 

Movement.  Through such discussions we hope to build a perspective among our volunteers. 



Godrej supported two of our volunteers, Aquila and Rabiya, to participate in a workshop Kahaani 

Aur Sangharsh held at Sambhaavnaa Institute in November 2017.  The workshop aimed at 

sharpening the participants’ skill to appreciate, identify and analyze stories and the politics they 

represent as well as equip the participants with a set of tools/methods to construct the form and 

expression of a story, visually while staying in tune with its essence.  Following the workshop, 

Aquila and Rabiya designed and facilitated a poetry writing workshop which was conducted over 

two days at the Parcham Library.  The poetry based on the theme of friendship will be printed in the 

Parcham notebook for 2018.  

The grant received by Godrej, helped us not only get an o�ce space but helped us take a break 

from the city to spend two whole days together planning for the year.  The Parcham core group 

over two days in September 2017, looked back at the work we had done so far and planned for the 

next one year. 

Goal Setting with Students

Parcham participated in a Workshop on 

Women’s Football in South East and 

East Asia The U20 World Cup as a Push 

Fo r w a r d ?  H o s t e d  b y  D I S C O V E R 

FOOTBALL, a group based in Berlin.

Expanding our Reach, 

making new friends, 

�nding solidarity and support



The workshop brought together women activists from South Asia promoting football among 

women.  Since participation in the workshop, the Parcham team participated in the Women’s 

football festival by DISCOVER FOOTBALL in India.

Human Capability Foundation, screened an edited version of ‘Under the Open Sky’ in London at the 

Asian Football Awards 2017. The screening followed by a speech by Sabah Khan, Managing Trustee 

of Parcham.

In London

The �lm Under the Open Sky which documents the work and politics of Parcham has been 

screened across the country for the Samabhav Film Festival organized by Men Against Violence 

and Abuse (MAVA).

Across India

Parcham through its activities in Mumbra has consistently tried to dispel stereotypes and change 

the image of Mumbra.  The volunteers of Parcham have been in the news print and digital.  

In the News! 





Financial Report 









Having a space meant that we could host the stay of people in our o�ce over two days as they 

spent time watching �lms, listening and reading poetry to write poetry at a workshop facilitated by 

Parcham volunteer Aquila.  The poetry from the workshop will feature in the notebook for the year 

2018. 

The Notebook for 2018! 

Thank You!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many supporters who helped us in kind and with 

monetary help.  

The Parcham library is rich with 300 odd books thanks to Suvarna, Disha Nawani, Shilpa Phadke, 

Farida Khan, Sameera Khan, Rojita Kulkarni, Chayanika and Shals.  

The funds from Godrej Consumer Products made it possible for us to take a place on rent and get 

the required bookshelves and other paraphernalia to make it into a welcoming space.  We would 

like to especially thank Poulomi for her interest in the work of Parcham.  Parcham’s dream of a 

library and a resource centre where politics will be discussed by young girls will soon be realized 

thanks to Godrej and Bhaswati who facilitated the introduction.  

We would like to thank DISCOVER FOOTBALL for the opportunity to meet likeminded women from 

across South Asia and for the opportunity for Parcham to participate in the wonderful football 

festival. 

Human Capability Foundation based in London helped popularize the work of Parcham amongst 

the South Asian Community settled in London who through football are reaching out to children.

No work of Parcham would be possible without the many many volunteers who make up Parcham.  

Thank you to all of them! 

Parcham’s work through the year was possible through one full time staff and a dedicated team of 

volunteers. Thank you to all of them! 


